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According to a report in the Oct. 11 edition of daily business newspaper El Financiero, President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari is drafting modifications to agrarian reform legislation, including
amendments to Article 27 of the nation's constitution. Although communal property would
not disappear altogether, ejido members could request land titles, and thus, sell ejido parcels.
Such transactions would be approved by local ejido assemblies charged with supervising the
transformation from collective property rights to small- scale private property. Individual
smallholders could subsequently enter into producer associations or cooperative organizations. El
Financiero reported that the president's office will justify the changes as necessary to "unfetter"
the ejido, or halt decapitalization and excessive parcelization responsible for declining productivity
of ejido lands. The new proposals correspond to suggestions over the past two years by the
National Confederation of Small Property Owners (CNPP). The CNPP asserts that such changes
are mandatory in order to stimulate capital investment in the countryside, upgrade agricultural
infrastructure, and create the foundations for increased production. The 12 campesino organizations
affiliated with the Permanent Agrarian Congress (CAP) oppose modifications in property ownership
structure as a means to address problems in agriculture. According to the CAP, a more effective
approach to raising output would be expanding producers' access to loans and technical assistance.
(Sources: El Financiero, 10/11/91, 10/18/91; Uno Mas Uno, La Jornada, 10/18/91)
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